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Dear Dr. .rh\.Cirfdgao 
Thank you very muuh fur uanding the fB'f.1 text ef your talk. S would assume 

that yar kPtve already stabdttud tha mb&mtm of ycwr remwwks to the Cqreseianal 
ammittaes which care conoider%ng the FZASA Ml, 

Staving rend the full taxt, Z em sure you ~$11 find that most of the aoimtffla 
amity is thinking along very e$mflsr Unee. Qmy QP U% mRy haoa ma&? a 
atrataC;ie, error in arltiaizing the Adminietmtion for the low priority it !lsd 
eiven Vanerd; now the rnSlk is spilt, me me almst certainly over-reaating. 

The poQnt shout mmmd apaaeflight meme to me eqeeially aqgnt, Xost lay- 
ment~I.11 holvn a difficm~t time distinguishing between acientifla and wdvmturous 
cqlomtion, and 3.n dirsaaming the hdvxw&qes of instmantsd flipjht~ varmm the 
saaential meanin&mmesa of the vdirec&' axperienae of mmad P'i1ght. 

I'iut ft appars as if the Air Poras is already emitted to R~I unshakeable 
objea-tive a% r%mrmd e!jsae flight, and 1 don't see how it wfll, be possible to 
divert very large sum of money from auah objeativea to mra plausible ones, 
Pcsrhap they cm argue that 6ile the nrmente you m.mm~kee mad vary plausibly 
againlst the r2ilitary value of a lunar bm38, they aann& afford to avsrhok any 
possibility that would bear on the nations1 aeaurity, We cm~tsinly do not !TWO 
all the Informtion we oug$t to hme before raMng aoMPluaive judgments-- ?or 
exmple by some extrapllutdon oP the already termoua srgummts in the enclosure 
it fs not thltogether imposslblo ths.t the lunar surface :~i&+, I-mvc ame urmusPect.ad 
pooaibflitius by my of raw mteria1.e fbr fue1 and nutriant. Ifwwer, ma doubts 
that tha fmpulse to Q Prqgrme of ~~~.med spaaef'l3.@rt 5s based on any aaientffla 
renewnin(f. Tlzare is csrtaltiy g;a%ng to bo ~1 porfaatly undcrsta3jldable, blaer on tbm 
part of mLesile mmuf'a&rers And support&g induutrias in f~or of's em& yropam: 
the lonp;lstanding spoae-oriented mbitiom of the srst~asile Paenemndo group is 
na mall fsator either. One can at-sly hope that th8 Impend&& ELBA will serve as 
a ahamel for tf,a best, disinterested saientifie advice that yma mntim in your 
talk as essential for ZI. balsmaed qproeah. St s&Ill seem to 3e fantastic t?at 
tlia Oongreee should hove mt bszck the Gi'SF budget from its not ver'lf impresnive 
initfnl reeomend~tibti at the sme t%mo th%t it is contaq4nting such huge expen- 
dituree in spaat researuh. 

If 1 em T:elp In any my in seatmd3.q yarn pos4tion, or to mobiltze tr!-st 3 know 
to be the avn~rrlzel-4.ne; saientiflc opfnfon in favor of it 9n this aommnfty, ~leose 
l&i 593 knm, 

Joshun. Ledarberg 
Profasnor of Ctenetf;ae 


